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Moving from Primary School to Secondary School is an important phase in pupil’s lives. The Peny
Dre Cluster is made up of Pantysgallog Primary School, Gellifaelog Primary School, Ysgol Y Graig
Primary School, Gwuanfarren Primary School, Goetre Primary School and Dowlais Primary School
who feed into Pen y Dre High School.

The purpose of this document is to share key transition dates for 2025-26 for Year 5 & Year 6 pupils,
outline the on-going school to school projects that we are all working on together and go through any
frequently asked questions.

If you would like your child to join Pen y Dre High School in Year 7, September 2026-2027, the Local
Authority deadline for applications is Friday 315t October 2025.

Peny Dre is a popular and oversubscribed school, so we strongly encourage parents to submit applications
as early as possible to avoid disappointment.

Don’t miss this important opportunity — apply early to secure the best chance of getting a place.
To apply use the QR code or go to:

https://schooladmissions.merthyr.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en

Key Transition Dates for Year 6

Gwaunfarren Primary 24th September 2025
Gellifaelog Primary — 21st November 2025
Pantysgallog Primary - 5th December 2025
Ysgol-y-Graig — 9th January 2026

Dowlais Primary - 6th February 2026
Goetre Primary - 25" February 2026

All Primaries Transition Day 1 - 24th June 2026

All Primaries Transition Day 2 - 25th June 2026 Key Transition Dates for Year 5

New Year 7 Information Evening - 29" June 2026 e Year5Sports Day - 8" July 2026
e Open Evening - September 2025

Headteacher’s Welcome and Guided Tours




School to School Working

The Pen y Dre Cluster works closely together on a number of key themes and the Headteacher’s of the primary
schools meet with school leaders at Peny Dre on a regular basis. These include Teaching & Learning, Curriculum,
Wellbeing, Attendance along with the development of key skills such as Literacy and Numeracy. This year the
cluster is working together on:

Literacy - Reading Project

The Cluster is working with the support of Central South Consortium on a reading project that explores the effective
building blocks that develop skilled readers. It includes looking at phonological awareness, blended phonics,
fluency and purposeful opportunities through the curriculum for developing advanced reading skills.

Numeracy

The Cluster is engaging with a Welsh Government funded project called ‘Primed for Success’. The project aims to
create a shared understanding of mathematical skill progression from primary through to secondary school.

Wellbeing

The Cluster is working with Community Focused Schools on an engagement project to support pupils’ health and
wellbeing.

Frequently Asked Questions

e How does Peny Dre High School communicate?
The school communicates mainly through the use of ClassCharts. It provides live daily information and
allows you to track your child’s progress. The school also shares key information via its website, social media
platforms and Headteacher Newsletters. Pen y Dre will hold a new parents / guardians and pupils
information evening on the 29" June 2026, details around logins and welcome packs will be issued.

e Where can | get the uniform?
Uniforms 4U, 16 High Street, Pontmorlais, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 8UB. Tel: 01685 387200

e What is available for food at Pen y Dre High School?
Peny Dre High School uses the Merthyr Tydfil Local Authority Catering Service. Their menu can be found at:
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/resident/learning-in-merthyr-tydfil/general-information/school-dinner-

information/school-catering/


https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/resident/learning-in-merthyr-tydfil/general-information/school-dinner-
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/resident/learning-in-merthyr-tydfil/general-information/school-dinner-

Frequently Asked Questions continued

e How can Il put money onto my child’s account for their meals?
Pen y Dre High School uses ParentPay similar to many of the feeder primaries. When you join secondary
school, you will be given a welcome pack that contains your child’s secondary school login details ready for
September. The school operates a cashless system requiring either a PIN number or thumb print login.
During the first week of school, pupils will be guided through this process.

e How can I support my child with their learning at Pen y Dre High School?
Parents and Guardians are able to support their child at home by accessing our unique ‘Peny Dre Learning
Journey Knowledge Organisers’. We share all of our Knowledge Organisers with pupils, parents and
guardians that share all the key knowledge and skills that pupils need to develop in order to be successful
in secondary high school.

e What wider learning experiences do pupils get at Pen y Dre High School?
Pupils have a wide range of extra-curricular activities at Pen y Dre. These include enrichment clubs and
activities throughout the week such as Chess, Art & Photography, Drama, Choir/Music, Helping Hands, IT,
and Science Exploration, among others. There is also a range of sporting clubs including swimming, football,
rugby, netball, and basketball teams. Outside of the school curriculum, we also have a wide range of trips
and visits — from experiences such as visiting the Brecon Beacons, Llangrannog, Cardiff Bay and London,
theatre, theme park, and cinema trips, to exciting opportunities abroad including Skiing Trips, Barcelona,
Euro Disney, Belgium, Iceland, and New York, to mention a few. Pen y Dre pupils also proudly represent
Wales in the annual sporting tournament, competing against seven other countries across Europe.

e Howdoes Peny Dre High School support my child’s wellbeing?
We make it a priority to know every pupil by name and to understand each individual. We support pupils in
developing their wellbeing throughout our schools’ curriculum and have experienced pastoral teams to
support their individual needs. These includes having ‘Wellbeing Coaches’ available to are trained in
supporting young people. We also work with a wide range of external services to support our young people.

e Whatif my child is more able and talented or has an additional learning need?
We like to ensure that all pupils are given the opportunity to thrive and succeed in school. Pupils who are
identified as more able and talented are challenged through our school’s curriculum and have opportunities
to take part in debate clubs, STEM activities along with leadership opportunities throughout the school.
Pupils who have an additional learning need are supported by our Additional Learning Needs Department.
As part of pupils’ transition into High School which begins in the spring and summer terms of Year 6 our
ALNCO works closely with the Year 6 Teacher’s to ensure we understand each child’s individual needs so
that they have everything in place ready for when they start.

e What transition takes places preparing my child ready for secondary school?
Throughout the year, there are a range of transition activities designed to ensure a smooth and confident
move from primary into secondary school. These include the calendared events above, which help pupils
settle well into secondary school life. In addition, staff from Peny Dre regularly visit our feeder primaries so
pupils can meet and become familiar with the key staff they will be working with when they join us. We also
run creative opportunities such as our Artist in Residence and Animation Workshops, which visit our primary
schools and engage pupils in exciting hands-on experiences.

Getting in touch

If you have any specific questions please feel free to get in contact with us:
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office@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk PEN Y DRE
HIGH SCHOOL

01685 351845 e
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